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annual weeds continue to expand throughout the west eliminating many desirable species and plant communities wildfires are now common

on lands infested with annual weeds causing a loss of wildlife habitat and other natural resources measures can be used to reduce burning

and restore native plant communities but restoration is difficult and costly this publication explains where pastures fit in a farming system for

livestock cropping and the environment it s a farming system that is as much about what farmers want for their family and their leisure time as

it is about what animals they run or crops they grow if you work your way through much of this book you will realise that productive

sustainable and profitable pastures don t just happen they are the result of careful planning to ensure that all the factors that make up the

system dovetail together we need to see that the health productivity and sustainability of pastures influences the whole farm here are just

some of the ways pastures benefit the farm soil is protected by pastures poor soil cover leads to erosion and salinity soil can be improved by

pastures their root systems build up organic matter and bind soil particles together improving structure pastures recycle nutrients and in the

case of legumes produce high levels of nutrients essential for animal growth and reproduction they are the cheapest and most efficient way of

getting animal production to look at a farming system and think first about the pastures might seem strange but they do need to be high on

your list of ways of making your farm productive and sustainable includes a chapter on oilseed processing local history of king island recording

the development of its people and resources discusses the possibility of aboriginal occupation
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