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The Consequences of Modernity
1990

based on the raymond fred west memorial lectures which the author delivered at stanford university in april 1988

The Consequences of Modernity
2013-04-25

in this major theoretical statement the author offers a new and provocative interpretation of the institutional
transformations associated with modernity we do not as yet he argues live in a post modern world rather the
distinctive characteristics of our major social institutions in the closing period of the twentieth century express the
emergence of a period of high modernity in which prior trends are radicalised rather than undermined a post
modern social universe may eventually come into being but this as yet lies on the other side of the forms of social
and cultural organization which currently dominate world history in developing an account of the nature of
modernity giddens concentrates upon analyzing the intersections between trust and risk and security and danger
in the modern world both the trust mechanisms associated with modernity and the distinctive risk profile it
produces he argues are distinctively different from those characteristic of pre modern social orders this book
build upon the author s previous theoretical writings and will be of fundamental interest to anyone concerned with
gidden s overall project however the work covers issues which the author has not previously analyzed and extends
the scope of his work into areas of pressing practical concern this book will be essential reading for second year
undergraduates and above in sociology politics philosophy and cultural studies

Modernity and Self-Identity
2013-04-30

this major study develops a new account of modernity and its relation to the self building upon the ideas set out in
the consequences of modernity giddens argues that high or late modernity is a post traditional order
characterised by a developed institutional reflexivity in the current period the globalising tendencies of modern
institutions are accompanied by a transformation of day to day social life having profound implications for
personal activities the self becomes a reflexive project sustained through a revisable narrative of self identity the
reflexive project of the self the author seeks to show is a form of control or mastery which parallels the overall
orientation of modern institutions towards colonising the future yet it also helps promote tendencies which place
that orientation radically in question and which provide the substance of a new political agenda for late modernity
in this book giddens concerns himself with themes he has often been accused of unduly neglecting including
especially the psychology of self and self identity the volumes are a decisive step in the development of his
thinking and will be essential reading for students and professionals in the areas of social and political theory
sociology human geography and social psychology

Conversations with Anthony Giddens
2013-06-06

anthony giddens has been described as the most important englishsocial philosopher of our time over twenty five
years and evenmore books he has established himself as the most widely read andwidely cited social theorist of
his generation his ideas haveprofoundly influenced the writing and teaching of sociology andsocial theory
throughout the english speaking world in recentyears his writing has become much more explicitly political andin
1996 he took up his high profile appointment as director of thelondon school of economics and political science it
is in this newposition and with these new political ideas that he has beendescribed as the key intellectual figure of
new labour in britain following the astonishing success of labour in the 1997 generalelection his ideas have been
the focus of intense interest in this series of extended interviews with chris pierson giddenslays out with
customary clarity and directness the principal themesin the development of his social theory and the
distinctivepolitical agenda which he recommends this volume will be of great interest to second and third
yearstudents in sociology and social theory politics and politicaltheory as well as to the general reader

Anthony Giddens
1998

stjepan mestrovic takes up and criticizes the major themes of giddens work the concept of high modernity as
opposed to postmodernity and his attempted construction of a synthetic tradition based on human agency and
structure

Reflexive Modernization
1994

three prominent social thinkers discuss how modern society is undercutting its formations of class stratum
occupations sex roles the nuclear family and more reflexive modernization or the way one kind of modernization
undercuts and changes another has wide ranging implications for contemporary social and cultural theory as this
provocative book demonstrates
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Anthony Giddens and Modern Social Theory
1998-09-28

anthony giddens is widely recognized as one of the most important sociologists of the post war period this is the
first full length work to examine giddens social theory it guides the reader through giddens early attempt to
overcome the duality of structure and agency he saw this duality as a major failing of social theories of modernity
his attempt to resolve the problem can be regarded as the key to the development of his brandmark structuration
theory the book is the most complete and thorough assessment of giddens work currently available it incorporates
insights from many different perspectives into his theory of structuration his work on the formation of cultural
identities and the fate of the nation state this fa

Social Theory and Modern Sociology
1987

in this book anthony giddens addresses a range of issues concerning current developments in social theory
relating them to the prospects for sociology in the closing decades of the twentieth century

The Subject of Modernity
1992-03-19

the question of modernity has provoked a vigorous debate in the work of thinkers from hegel to habermas anthony
j cascardi offers an historical account of the origins and transformations of the rational subject of self as it is
represented in descartes cervantes pascal hobbes and the don juan myth

Anthony Giddens
2005-08-31

anthony giddens is arguably the world s leading sociologist in this controversial contribution to the giddens debate
stjepan mestrovic takes up and criticizes the major themes of his work particularly the concept of high modernity
as opposed to postmodernity and his attempted construction of a synthetic tradition based on human agency and
structure testing giddens theories against what is happening in the real world from genocide in africa to near
secession in quebec mestrovic discerns in the construction of synthetic traditions not the promise of freedom held
out by giddens but rather the ominous potential for new forms of totalitarian control

Theorising Modernity
2014-07-10

what is modernity do we all experience modernity in the same way how should we understand contemporary
social change this volume explores questions of modernity through critical engagements with the work of anthony
giddens focusing in particular on the relationships between his social theory and political sociology three
substantive areas reflexivity environment and identity are examined theoretically through the relationships
between reflexivity and rationality life politics and institutional power and universalism and difference as well as
specifically addressing giddens reconstruction of sociology the contributors also explore a wide variety of critical
issues currently occupying centre stage in social theory these include questions about the character of
contemporary societies the periodisation of social change the processes of change by which societies are
constantly made and remade by people the relationships between the social and the natural the formation and
maintenance of identities and matters of epistemology and methodology in social science theorising modernity will
be of interest to undergraduate and postgraduate students of sociology modern political thought social geography
and social policy and to social scientists trying to make sense of the modernity debate martin o brien is research
at the university of derby sue penna is a lecturer in applied social science at lancaster university colin hay is a
lecturer in the department of political science and international studies at the university of birmingham uk a
visiting fellow of the department of political science at the massachusetts institute of technology us and research
affiliate of the centre for european studies at harvard university us

Social Theory of Modern Societies
1989-12-07

this book offers a comprehensive appraisal of the work of anthony giddens who is known worldwide as one of the
leading figures in social theory and the social sciences during the last decade giddens has published a series of
substantial volumes which have defined a distinctive and original theoretical approach the twin focal points of his
approach are the theory of structuration and the analysis of modernity giddens s writings on these and related
themes are widely recognized as among the most important contributions to theoretical debate in the social
sciences social theory of modern societies is the first volume to provide a systematic and critical assessment of
giddens s contributions the volume includes eleven critical essays all of which were specially commissioned for
this volume by authors who are well known in their own fields zygmunt bauman richard j bernstein derek gregory
nicky gregson david held bob jessop linda murgatroyd peter saunders martin shaw john b thompson and erik olin
wright in a long concluding chapter anthony giddens responds to the criticisms raised by these and other authors
clarifying and elaborating his current views the result is a unique and engaging book which gives both a critical
evaluation of giddens s work and a guide to some of the theoretical issues which are at the forefront of the social
sciences today it will be of interest to students and academics in sociology politics and geography and to students
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in the social sciences and humanities generally

Capitalism and Modern Social Theory
1971

offers a new analysis of the ideas of the 3 authors who have contributed most to the establishment of the basic
framework of contemporary sociology

Capitalism and Modern Social Theory
1973-02-08

giddens s analysis of the writings of marx durkheim and weber has become the classic text for any student seeking
to understand the three thinkers who established the basic framework of contemporary sociology the first three
sections of the book based on close textual examination of the original sources contain separate treatments of
each writer the author demonstrates the internal coherence of their respective contributions to social theory the
concluding section discusses the principal ways in which marx can be compared with the other two authors and
discusses misconceptions of some conventional views on the subject

In Defence of Sociology
2013-05-28

is there a future for sociology to many sociology seems to have lost its way born of the ideas of auguste comte in
the nineteenth century sociology established itself as the science of modernity linked to a progressive view of
history yet today the idea of progress has more or less collapsed with its demise some say sociological thought has
moved to the margins of contemporary intellectual culture in this book the author challenges such an
interpretation showing that sociology continues to hold a central position within the social sciences looking both
to the past of sociology and the diversity of intellectual trends found in the present day giddens explores many
aspects of the sociological heritage comte durkheim parsons marshall and habermas are among the figures
covered giddens also connects sociological work directly to current political issues and places the discipline of
sociology in the context of broad questions of social and political theory this book will be of interest to
undergraduates and professionals in the fields of sociology anthropology and political science

Social Theory and Modern Sociology
2013-04-25

in this book anthony giddens addresses a range of issues concerning current developments in social theory
relating them to the prospects for sociology in the closing decades of the twentieth century composed of closely
integrated papers all written over the past few years the book includes seven essays not previously published plus
two have not appeared in english before in assessing the likely future evolution of sociology in particular and the
social sciences in general the author both draws upon ideas established in his more abstract theoretical writings
and examines critically competing traditions of thought those looking for an accessible introduction to gidden s
writing will find in this book a set of clear expositions of his basic ideas by situating these ideas in relation to the
critical assessment of the views of others however the author provides new sources of insight into the
distinctiveness of his own claims

Anthony Giddens and Modern Social Theory
1998

anthony giddens is widely recognized as one of the most important sociologists of the post war period this is the
first full length work to examine giddens social theory it guides the reader through giddens early attempt to
overcome the duality of structure and agency he saw this duality as a major failing of social theories of modernity
his attempt to resolve the problem can be regarded as the key to the development of his brandmark structuration
theory the book is the most complete and thorough assessment of giddens work currently available it incorporates
insights from many diffe

The Transformation of Modernity
2017-10-05

this title was first published in 2001 for over 30 years it has been argued that contemporary society is undergoing
a fundamental transformation the portrait of the modern society or modernity offered by philosophers and social
scientists from hobbes to parsons is no longer understood as a description of the final and highest stage in the
social evolution of mankind modern society is not the end of history but simply another more or less contingent
social and cultural formation on planet earth this new perspective on modernity and its transformation which has
emerged from the modernist postmodernist debate is the subject matter of this book it is addressed in a
multidisciplinary and international way both theoretically and empirically and is explored not only in general and
historical terms but also through specific topics such as sexuality identity democracy globalization knowledge and
leadership offering an important collaborative contribution to contemporary discourse in sociology social
psychology politics and philosophy this book represents a unique effort to come to grips with our obscure and
elusive social position at the start of the 21st century
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The Transformation of Intimacy
2013-04-23

the sexual revolution an evocative term but what meaning can be given to it today how does sexuality come into
being and what connections does it have with the changes that have affected personal life on a more general plane
in answering these questions anthony giddens disputes many of the dominant interpretations of the role of
sexuality in modern culture the emergence of what the author calls plastic sexuality sexuality freed from its
intrinsic relation to reproduction is analysed in terms of the long term development of the modern social order and
social influences of the last few decades giddens argues that the transformation of intimacy in which women have
played the major part holds out the possibility of a radical democratization of the personal sphere this book will
appeal to a large general audience as well as being essential reading for students and professionals

The Nation-state and Violence
1985

the social sciences have long been based upon contrasts drawn between the militaristic societies of the past and
the capitalist or industrial societies of the present but how valid are such contrasts given that the current era is
one stamped by the impact of war and by the intensive development of sophisticated weaponry in setting out to
address this and similar questions this book investigates issues that have been substantially neglected by those
working in sociology and social theory anthony giddens offers a sociological analysis of the nature of the modern
nation state and its association with the means of waging war his analysis is connected in a detailed way to
problems that have traditionally preoccupied sociologists the impact of capitalism and industrialism upon social
development in the modern period the result is a theory both of the institutional parameters of modernity and of
the nature of international relations provided by publisher

Politics, Sociology and Social Theory
2013-05-28

built upon a series of critical encounters with major figures in classical and present day social and political
thought this volume offers not only a challenging critique of major traditions of social and political analysis but
unique insights into the ideas which giddens has developed over the past two decades

Can Modernity Survive?
1990-01-01

can modernity survive is bound to become the centre and the starting point of all future discourse on modernity
zygmunt bauman

Beyond Left and Right
2013-08-23

how should one understand the nature and possibilities of political radicalism today the political radical is
normally thought of as someone who stands on the left opposing backward looking conservatism in the present
day however the left has turned defensive while the right has become radical advocating the free play of market
forces no matter what obstacles of tradition or custom stand in their way what explains such a curious twist of
perspective in answering this question giddens develops a new framework for radical politics drawing freely on
what he calls philosophic conservatism but applying this outlook in the service of values normally associated with
the left the ecological crisis is at the core of this analysis but is understood by giddens in an unconventional way
as a response to a world in which modernity has run up against its limits as a social and moral order the end of
nature as an entity existing independently of human intervention and the end of tradition combined with the
impact of globalization are the forces which now have to be confronted made use of and coped with this book
provides a powerful interpretation of the rise of fundamentalism of democracy the persistence of gender divisions
and the question of a normative political theory of violence it will be essential reading for anyone seeking a novel
approach to the political challenges which we face at the turn of the twenty first century

The Constitution of Society
2013-06-28

anthony giddens has been in the forefront of developments in social theory for the past decade in the constitution
of society he outlines the distinctive position he has evolved during that period and offers a full statement of a
major new perspective in social thought a synthesis and elaboration of ideas touched on in previous works but
described here for the first time in an integrated and comprehensive form a particular feature is giddens s
concern to connect abstract problems of theory to an interpretation of the nature of empirical method in the social
sciences in presenting his own ideas giddens mounts a critical attack on some of the more orthodox sociological
views the constitution of society is an invaluable reference book for all those concerned with the basic issues in
contemporary social theory
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Habermas and Giddens on Praxis and Modernity
2017-01-02

in habermas and giddens on praxis and modernity craig browne investigates how two of the most important and
influential contemporary social theorists have sought to develop the modernist visions of the constitution of
society through the autonomous actions of subjects comparing habermas s and giddens s conceptions of the
constitution of society interpretations of the social structural impediments to subjects autonomy and attempts to
delineate potentials for progressive social change within contemporary society browne draws on his own work
which has extended aspects of the social theorists approach to modernity despite the criticisms developed over
the course of the book habermas and giddens are found to be two of the most important theorists of
democratization and social democracy the dynamics of capitalist modernity and their paradoxes social practices
and reflexivity and the foundations of social theory in the problem of the relationship of social action and social
structure

Social Theory Re-Wired
2023-06-22

this third edition of social theory re wired is a significantly revised edition of this leading text and its unique web
learning interactive programs that allow us to go farther into theory and to build student skills than ever before
according to many teachers vital political and social updates are reflected both in the text and the online
supplements system updates to each section offer an expanded set of contemporary theory readings that focus on
the impacts of information digital technologies on each of the text s five big themes 1 the puzzles of social order 2
the social consequences of capitalism 3 the darkside of modernity 4 subordinated alternative knowledges and 5
self identity and society new to this edition the big ideas questions thematic structure of the text as well as the
connections between classical and contemporary theorists continues to be popular with instructors this feature is
enhanced in the new edition an expanded podcast companions series now pairs at least one podcast to every
reading in the book many new updates to the exercise platform allow students to theorize and build theory on
their own new readings excerpts include such important recent work as shoshana zuboff s the age of surveillance
capitalism ruha benjamin s race after technology david graeber s of flying cars and the declining rate of profit
sherry turkle s always on always on you

Runaway World
2011-05-26

before the current global era it is impossible to imagine that comparable events like september 11 could have
occurred reflecting as they do our new found interdependence the rise of global terrorism like world wide
networks involving in money laundering drug running and other forums of organised crime are all parts of the
dark side of globalisation from the new preface this book is based on the highly influential bbc reith lecture series
on globalisation delivered in 1999 by anthony giddens now updated with a new chapter addressing the post
september 11th global landscape this book remains the intellectual benchmark on how globalisation is reshaping
our lives the changes are explored in five main chapters globalisation risk tradition family democracy

Anthony Burgess and Modernity
2008-10-15

this book provides a variety of new perspectives and contexts for exploring burgess s literature and music a range
of international scholars and critics explore the writer s novels music and linguistic productions to explore and
define how burgess contributed to modernist and postmodernist art the scholars who contributed to the book
provide original explorations of burgess s work and the theological psychological linguistic literary and musical
contexts in which burgess s achievements can best be understood it will appeal to scholars and students but it
also offers an appreciation of burgess s artistic achievements that will provide general readers of burgess s work
with an insight into some of the exciting contexts in which burgess novels can be read

Confucianism and Reflexive Modernity
2019-12-16

confucianism and reflexive modernity criticizes the paradigm of asian value debate and defends a balance
between individual empowerment and flourishing community for human rights in the context of global risk society
from an enlightened post confucianism perspective

Sociology
2021-03-16

over a million copies sold worldwide the indispensable guide to understanding the world we make and the lives we
lead this thoroughly revised and updated ninth edition remains unrivalled in its vibrant engaging and authoritative
introduction to sociology the authors provide a commanding overview of the latest global developments and new
ideas in this fascinating subject classic debates are also given careful coverage with even the most complex ideas
explained in a straightforward way written in a fluent easy to follow style the book manages to be intellectually
rigorous but still very accessible with a strong focus on interactive pedagogy it aims to engage and excite readers
helping them to see the enduring value of thinking sociologically the ninth edition includes a solid foundation in
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the basics of sociology its purpose methodology and theories up to the minute overviews of key topics in social life
from gender personal life and poverty to globalization the media and politics stimulating examples of what
sociology has to say about key issues in our contemporary world such as climate change growing inequality and
rising polarization in societies across the world a strong focus on global connections and the ways that digital
technologies are radically transforming our lives quality pedagogical features such as classic studies and global
society boxes and thinking critically reflection points as well as end of chapter activities inviting readers to engage
with popular culture and original research articles to gather sociological insights the ninth edition sets the
standard for introductory sociology in a complex world it is the ideal teaching text for first year university and
college courses and will help to inspire a new generation of sociologists

Music and the Aesthetics of Modernity
2005

this book encourages a debate over musical modernity a debate considering the question whether an examination
of the history of european art music may enrich our picture of modernity and whether our understanding of music
s development may be transformed by insights into the nature of modernity provided by other historical
disciplines

Nationalism and Modernism
2013-04-15

the first major study in over three decades to explore the essential arguments of all the major theoretical
interpretations of nationalism from the modernist approaches of gellner nairn breuilly giddens and hobsbawm to
the alternative paradigms of van den bergh and geertz armstrong and smith himself in a style accessible to the
student and the general reader smith traces the changing view of this hotly discussed topic within the current
political cultural and socioeconomic arena he also analyses the contributions of such historians sociologists and
political scientists as seton watson reynolds hastings horowitz and brass the survey concludes with an analysis of
post modern approaches to national identity gender and nation making it indispensable reading to all those
interested in gaining full and authoritative knowledge of nationalism

Durkheim on Politics and the State
1986

durkheim s writins on politlcal theory and the nature of government have been among the most neglected of his
contributions to modern social science the editor one of the first to argue the importance of durkheim s political
thought has assembled the first english language collection of that author s significant writings on politics
government the nature and function of the state socialism and marxism the introductory essay provides a critical
appraisal of durkehim s political ideas and situates them within the framework of the author s general sociology
and social philosophy the selections are taken from a wide range of durkheim s writings books lecture series
review articles and almost all appear in new translations several of these works ahve been up to this time poorly
rendered or unavailable in english

Essential Concepts in Sociology
2017-05-11

social life is in a constant process of change and sociology can never stand still as a result sociology today is a
theoretically diverse enterprise covering a huge range of subjects and drawing on a broad array of research
methods central to this endeavour is the use of core concepts and ideas which allow sociologists to make sense of
societies though our understanding of these concepts necessarily evolves and changes this clear and jargon free
book introduces a careful selection of essential concepts that have helped to shape sociology and others that
continue to do so going beyond brief dictionary style definitions anthony giddens and philip w sutton provide an
extended discussion of each concept which sets it in historical and theoretical context explores its main meanings
in use introduces relevant criticisms and points readers to its ongoing development in contemporary research and
theorizing organized in ten thematic sections the book offers a portrait of sociology through its essential concepts
ranging from capitalism identity and deviance to globalization the environment and intersectionality it will be
essential reading for all those new to sociology as well as anyone seeking a reliable route map for a rapidly
changing world

Essential Concepts in Sociology
2014-03-03

social life is in a constant process of change and sociology cannot afford to stand still sociology today is
theoretically diverse covers a huge range of subjects and draws on a broad array of research methods central to
this endeavour is the use of core concepts and ideas which allow sociologists to make sense of societies though
our understanding of these concepts is constantly evolving and changing this clear and jargon free book
introduces a careful selection of essential concepts that have helped to shape sociology and others that continue
to do so going beyond brief dictionary style definitions anthony giddens and philip w sutton provide an extended
discussion of each concept which sets it into historical and theoretical context explores its main meanings in use
introduces some relevant criticisms and points readers to its ongoing development in contemporary research and
theorizing organized in ten thematic sections the book offers a portrait of sociology through its essential concepts
ranging from capitalism identity and deviance to citizenship the environment and intersectionality it will be
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essential reading for all those new to sociology as well as those seeking a reliable route map for a rapidly
changing world

The Visual in Social Theory
2005-06-01

the distinction between understanding sight as a natural faculty vision and understanding it as an historical and
social construct visuality has had significant impact in the visual arts not so in social theory where
notwithstanding the efforts of the classical theorists the practical scientific necessity of privileging visuality over
vision has been lost the visual in social theory argues that because of its uncritical use of terms like modernity
postmodernity globalisation and the third way contemporary social theory has become a participant in rather than
a critic of promotional culture in short in forgetting its past social theory has effectively forsaken its future the
visual in social theory aims to restore the self discipline and critical edge intrinsic to any analytical work on
visuality the book will be essential reading not only for those interested in contemporary debates around vision
but for a broader readership concerned for the critical relevance of contemporary social theory

Politics of Climate Change
2009-05-05

climate change differs from any other problem that as collective humanity we face today if it goes unchecked the
consequences are likely to be catastrophic for human life on earth yet for most people and for many policy makers
too it tends to be a back of the mind issue this book argues controversially we do not have a systematic politics of
climate change politics as usual won t allow us to deal with the problems we face while the recipes of the main
challenger to orthodox politics the green movement are flawed at source cover

Social Theory Today
1987

social theory has undergone dramatic changes over the past fifteen years the aim of this book is to provide a
comprehensive survey of those changes and an authoritative statement on current trends of development in social
thought the contents of the book range in a systematic way across the major traditions of social theory prominent
today among the topics covered are the relationships between modern social theory and the classics of the late
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the connections between social theory and mathematical social science and
the logical status of generalizations in the social sciences traditions of thought discussed include behaviourism
symbolic interactionism parsonian theory analytical theory structuralism and post structuralism
ethnomethodology structuration theory world systems theory marxism and critical theory

Sociology
2010

whilst particularly useful as a companion to the sixth edition of giddens s sociology the reader is designed for use
independently or alongside other textbooks

Studies in Social and Political Theory (RLE Social Theory)
2014-08-21

the studies which comprise this book are essentially organized around a critical encounter with european social
theory in its classical period i e from the middle years of the nineteenth century until the first world war and have
the aim of working out some of the implications of that encounter for the position and prospects of the social
sciences today the issues involved relate to the following series of problems method and epistemology social
development and transformation the origins of sociology in nineteenth century social theory and the status of
social science as critique in each of these areas giddens develops views that challenge existing orthodoxies and
connects these ideas to a reconstruction of social theory in the contemporary era
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